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Newsletter,  

Important Dates:  

J Friday October 2 ñBake Sale Grade 2 

Dress Down     

J Wednesday October 6 ñ Assembly @ 

2pm in Sanctuary  

J Thursday October 8 ñLions Sight 

Screening Gr. 1 & 6 only  

J Fridayð October 9 ñBake Sale Grade 3 

and October is Breast Cancer 

Awareness month. All Donations 

received from Dress Down will go 

to support Cancer.    

J Friday October 16 Bake Sale Grade 4  

Annual Fall Dinnerñ   óAn Evening in 

Italyó 

J Thursday - Friday October 22 & 23 -

Half Term no school Students/Staff K

- 6 

J Monday - Tuesday October 26 & 27 ñ

Private School Conference no school 

Students K - 6 

J Friday October 30 ñBake Sale Grade 

5/6 and School wide spelling bee  
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The mission of First Baptist 

Christian school is to provide 

academic excellence in a Christ 

centered environment, which 

meets the educational and    

spiritual needs of each          

individual, and to develop     

confident, disciplined, caring 

responsible citizens, life-long 

learners who exemplify grace, 

knowledge, integrity, and       

godliness. 

 

From Godõs Wordé. 

(Principal corner cont .) 

Use these tips to help your child develop the 

òfourth Ró Responsibility.  Your time working to 

improve your childõs focus on time management, 

goal setting and problem solving will pay divi-

dends as he or she moves through school and 

into adulthood.  

In closing, we are looking forward to partner 

with you to provide educational excellence   

centered in Jesus Christ.  

Dr. Linda Cross                                         

Proverbs 22:6                              

New International Version  

 Principalõs Corner 

Train a child in the 

way he should go, 

and when he is old 

he will not turn 

from it.  

FBCS excellent teachers and terrific 

staff members have been praying and planning 

to enable them to deliver  high level of excel-

lence in Christian Schooling to your child.  

We are all familiar with the three Rõs of read-

ing, writing and arithmetic.  These are the 

basics of education.  In addition to theses 

three very important subjects, the òfourth Ró 

is responsibility, which is also basic to the 

learning process.  

Students who take responsibility for their 

own learning at home and at school, because 

they are self -motivated and self -directed.  

Responsible students are well -disciplined, 

make good choices, and are conscientious and 

resourceful.  They donõt quit easily and refuse 

to blame others.  

These valuable traits are not inherited, they 

are taught.  Teaching students to take re-

sponsibility for their learning and their ac-

tions must be learned.  Here are some ways 

you can help your student develop a responsi-

ble attitude.  

Responsible people plan their day. Assist 

your child by getting them a calendar and 

setting a daily and weekly schedule.  This way 

they will develop time management habits 

which will assist them for years.               

Responsible people set goals .  You can help 

your child set goals by discussing the impor-

tance of having goals.  Begin with a small goal 

such as reading a chapter a day in their Bible 

or a chapter book.  Write the goal and post it 

where your child will remember the goal.  

Check with your child daily as to their pro-

gress.  Add goals slowly and increase the level 

of responsibility of your child.                    

Responsible people solve problems by using a 

process.  Work with your child as they en-

counter difficulties.  Help them decide what 

the problem is, generate several possible solu-

tions, evaluate the solutions, decide on a solu-

tion and develop a plan to make the solution 

work.                                      continue                        



First Baptist Approach to Education   

 

Dear Parents:  

Our school year is off to a fantastic start!    We are very excited as we see the results of having whole school 

policies in our approach to teaching and learning.    This article is meant to be a summary of some of the 

strategies we have in place, and to highlight how these strategies shape learning in the classroom.   You will hear 

more about this as the months go by, as each section will be featured in our monthly school newsletter.  

We have strengthened our school in four main areas since our inspection by the Education Department in 2007.    

The four areas we have focused on are Literacy, Numeracy, ICT and Assessment .     Many of the following   

demonstrate the improvements that we have made in these areas, as well as strengthening others.  

Portfolios  ð as part of our assessment strategies,  all students at FBCS have portfolios.  These are 

compilations of student work throughout the year,  that will show pivotal growth in student learning.  

Pieces are selected by both students and/or teachers.  

Literacy Plan  ð We have a literacy plan in place for the year.  One of the objectives is the  tracking of 

students working below grade level, and attempting to raise  scores in reading by at least one grade level.   

Some tools we have purchased to help with this include, First Steps Writing Program, Fluent Reader, and 

of course our STAR assessments and Accelerated Reader.    Classroom teachers will assess students and 

create strategies to accomplish specific goals.    Each term the focus is on a different area.  For the first 

term the focus is spelling.  We will have a òSpelling Beeó on October 30th . 

Numeracy Plan  ð One of the main objectives for the 2009 -2010 school year is to implement Accelerated Math 

into our curriculum.   This will encourage individual progress and help students who are not on grade level.    

Students are also using Mathletics and our STAR math assessment program.     Through the use of these 

programs we are able to specifically target strengths and weaknesses in numeracy.    For the month of 

October we are focusing as a school on number sense and numeration.  

All major tests are to be signed by parents !  - we are implementing this policy school wide, so that parents 

know exactly where their students are at.  

Grades 3 - 6  Student Agendas  ð Students in grades 3 -6 use agendas each day to write down homework, and 

for notes from the teacher to parents.  Please check your childõs agenda and sign each week. 

 òFrom the Lips of Little Onesó ð You may have heard us mention using this tool as part of daily classroom 

devotions, and as a basis for our chapel.  As a whole school we learn the same truths about God each week, 

and unpack it in the classroom setting.   Students learn a new bible verse each week that demonstrates 

the truths we are learning.  

ICT ð  Please see the report by our IT Administrator Mr. Brent Durksen  

Data Driven Instruction :   We have a number of assessment tools in use at FBCS.   These include the SAT 

standardized tests, Dibbles Reading Assessments, STAR Reading and Math, Mathletics, Accelerated 

Reader and Math, Fluent Reader,  Learning Styles, and others.   This unique combination of tools give us a 

detailed analysis of where each individual student is at, so that we can develop learning strategies that 

will best help the child to achieve.     This data drives the instruction that is done in the classroom,  and 

teachers and administration are constantly analyzing  student results to set benchmarks for the next 

level of achievement.  
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No Nuts  

Allowed                                                               

FBCS is nut free.  

Parents PLEASE do not send in items for 

the bake sale that contain nuts or nut 

products .  Last week we received 2 

bake good items that contained nuts 

and we are a nut free environment 

here at FBCS.. Parent volunteers are 

needed for Friday bake sale please!  
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Classrooms for the Future 
 

Itõs a great new year at FBCS, and we have a lot of new technology in 

place for teachers and students to use together in improving literacy and 

numeracy throughout the school.  

 

With a grant received from the Cayman Islands government last year, we have invested heavily 

in Renaissance Place assessment and personalized practice software.  We have been using Star 

Math and Star Reading to assess students for a number of years.  Our recent upgrade ensures 

that our benchmarks are accurate and up -to -date in comparison to students from across the 

United States.  

 

Our updated Accelerated Reader  library now contains over 126,000 quizzes designed to test 

and improve reading comprehension.  We hope to have another successful year as we did last 

year.  As we continue to improve our Accelerated Reading program.  Please note that we appre-

ciate any donations for our Accelerated Reading programõs prizes.  We encourage our students 

to read and we reward them with prizes as an incentive.  

 

We have also added the Accelerated Math program, for personalized math instruction in the 

classroom, and Fluent Reader, to help students improve reading fluency.  These will be rolled 

out in coming months as our teachers complete their training.  

 

To our mobile carts we have added ten new laptops , bringing the total number of laptops avail-

able for student use in the classroom to thirty.  

 

The computer lab has also seen a significant upgrade, with the addition of a large touch -screen  

SmartBoard  for interactive instruction, and an Apple iMac for videoconferencing.  

 

Interactive whiteboard technology cur-

rently on order from Mimio will transform 

whiteboards in every classroom into digital 

pen-operated computer screens.  

 

We have an exciting year in store at FBCS, 

with the latest in educational technology 

available to both students and teachers.  

    



 

We would like to welcome all our new students as well those 

that have been with us for a while.  

We are grateful that you have chosen First Baptist WEE Care 

as your preschool of choice.   We will endeavor to minister both 

physically and spiritually to your child.  

As you can see we also LOVE to play dress - up. Fun!  

Events for your interest in October are:  

16th at 5:30 pm PTF Family Dinner (Fund Raiser)  

20th at 5:30 pm WEE Care Centre Open House  
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Fall Dinner  
òAn Evening in Italyó 
Friday October 16, 2009 
Beginning @ 5:30pm    

 

Our Next PTF Meeting:  

October 6, 2009 @ 5:30pm  

Please come join us we can use your 

help & ideas.  Topic of Discussion:    

* Finalize plans for the Fall Dinner  

Upcoming events 

Bale Sale Volunteers:  

when it is your child's class' turn for 

bake sale, we are looking for parents 

from that class to be able to volun-

teer 20 minutes of their time to help 

raise money for their class  by selling 

the goods! 



Grade 3  Itõs been a busy first month of school 

for Grade 3.   Weõve completed our Statistics Math 

unit, written some poems, created some amazing 

artwork and started our Inquiry into the 

Ocean.  Grade 3 is also enjoying the use of a variety 

of new technology in our class, including data 

projector, mimio board and the laptops.  We 

particular enjoy  Mathletics, our writing blog http://

grade3writers.blogspot.com/  and the educational 

games on http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/

bitesizeprimary/ .  This month we are looking at 

combing with Grade 5/6 to go on a field trip which 

will link with our Ocean Inquiry.   Please feel free to 

stop by our class or read our writing blog to find out 

more about the exciting things happening in Grade 3!  

Jennifer Hurst  

Classroom News  
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Kindergarten has had an excellent start to 

the new school year.  We have been busy this past 
month learning about bears, letters/sounds, 
numbers and shapes.  Our latest cooking activity 
was ñEgg in a Frameò.  It was delicious.  In October 
we will be learning about transportation and the 
season of fall.  We are looking forward to our up 
coming field trip to the fire station and some more 

fun cooking activities.           Barb Wilson  

In Grade 2 we are excited, enthusiastic and 

stimulated by the lessons taught.   

Activities done and games played!   

We are now doing measurement in Math, Arts and, 

Social Studies.  Singular/ plural in Language and still 

learning all about maps.  In Science  we became 

Scientists by planting our seeds.  We observed and 

recorded our information gained about germination.  

Its was fun! fun! fun!  

Your always welcome to come visit us!  Audrey Lewis  

Come to Grade 1 where life and learning is fun.  

We were happy to have our parents who made it to the 

Open House. We know you were delighted to see those old 

shoe boxes transformed into beautiful communities.  

In science, we are now learning about plants and seeds. We 

have planted our seeds and are now anxiously awaiting for 

them to grow.  

The grade 1 class has also just completed our class story 

entitled ôSchool is Fun!õ.  This story is now ready to be pub-

lished and printed. Following this, we will be learning about 

nouns and pronouns in English.  

Asynthia Lewis & Tessa Suckoo  

http://grade3writers.blogspot.com/
http://grade3writers.blogspot.com/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/bitesizeprimary/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/bitesizeprimary/


Oct   1  Keya Berry  

Oct   11 Chad Levy  

Oct   13 Kali Wilson  

Oct   16  John Panton  

Oct   18 Lauren Doud  

Oct   20 Brandon Williams  

Oct   25 Miguel Benito  

Oct   29 Chesskamea Daniels  

Oct   29 Nathan Krebs  

Sally Foster Fundraiser  

Orders due    

October 2nd  

   October Chapel -  Mondays                      

  8:20ñ9:10 a.m. - in Sanctuary                      

Our chapel program is off to a great start this year!   If 

you havenõt been yet, try to make it a priority to come at least once 

this term and see what our students are learning through this valu-

able time.    Join us for some songs and a devotional from the book 

òFrom the Lips of Little Onesó  by Jeff Kingswood as we ex-

plore  questions about God.      All children school wide also partici-

pate in learning a scripture memory verse each week.    In chapel we 

try to make these fun by adding actions, sign language or rhythms 

to each one!    This book is also the tool that we use for classroom 

devotions in every grade level for the rest of the week.     Students 

and teachers are enjoying these times together to have discussions 

on faith.     

October 7 th  at 2 p. ñAssembly in the chapel. Special Chapel  

October 12th, 19th  

October 28th ñOn Wed. following holiday - Special Chapel  

October 30th School wide Spelling Bee  

Music ProgramñStudents throughout the school will be starting to 

learn the songs for our Christmas Concert on December 15 th  entitled 

òA Star is Bornó by Celeste Clydesdale.   The musical is about an actress 

named òSophiaó who arrives to play Mary in the Christmas Pag-

eant.    The director òMr. Spielmanó and other actors try to help her 

understand that the òSTARó of any Christmas production is Jesus!   Set 

aside this date to come out and celebrate with us!  
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Spanish  

Hola parents!  

We have been studying in Spanish in grades K -6 

They have Spanish twice a week and for this term will 

be focusing on: Basic greetings, numbers, colors, 

fruits, classroom objects, months and days, alphabet, 

verbs and pronouns for the upper elementary. So far 

the students are doing very well. Keep up the good 

work Amigos       

Deborah Monroe  Spanish Teacher Adios hasta luego  

Oct Birthdays  

Happy  

Birthday!  

Healthy Hint:  

Flu season is just around the corner, and there 
is  the ongoing risk of H1N1- As a reminder  "Catch 
it, Trash it ,Wash it" 

Please be vigilant with hand washing , especially  
after coughing or sneezing. 

Please stay at home when you are sick, keep sick 
children at home ,out of school, and wash hands 
frequently. 


